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Ms. KAPTUR. Madam Speaker, I rise
tonight in support of the Biden admin-
istration’s new guidance regarding the
Packers and Stockyards Act, and
heartened that the administration
took swift and decisive action to pro-
tect small farmers and local producers.
Too often, local farmers suffer eco-
nomically at the expense of large inte-
grators that practice oppressive tactics
in the marketplace and thwart the
ability of small producers to flourish.

The COVID-19 pandemic exposed
great frailties in our food supply
chains. And while Americans are pay-
ing higher prices, 14 percent on beef, 12
percent on pork, and 6.6 percent on
poultry, the country’s top four largest
meat processors have increasingly
gained the lion’s share of the market
since the 1970s. They control the entire
market, the largest producers.

Meanwhile, poultry giants Tysons
and Purdue recently settled a $35 mil-
lion lawsuit in which local contract
growers cited the combination of low
wages and the financial demands of
compliance with the companies’ barn
standards that unjustly pushed them
into a debtor’s prison.

The action taken by the administra-
tion will help smaller farmers stand
strong, achieve fair contracts, and
come forward to speak their truth,
without the fear and threat of retalia-
tion.

Congratulations to the Biden admin-
istration for doing something that is
fair and just.

——

HIGHLIGHTING THE BENEFITS OF
HYDROPOWER

(Mr. LAMALFA asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. LAMALFA. Madam Speaker, I
speak tonight about the advocacy and
the positives we have of hydroelectric
dams in my home State and in our
country. They provide hydroelectric
power, which is green power, which is
renewable power. Yet, that seems to be
forgotten these days when they are
more and more trying to remove hy-
droelectric dams from our grid.

It is clean power; it is available 24
hours a day. You don’t have to wait for
the sun to come up or wind to blow.

Hydroelectric dams have several
multiple use purposes, such as storing
water for people or for agriculture.
That water is available for dipping out
of when you have aircraft that need to
get water supply for fighting forest
fires like we have over a million acres
of in my home State, in Northern Cali-
fornia.

Water transfers can help with the
wildlife; with helping to have switches
so that they can have water for aquatic
species, for swapping during the year.

So why are we wanting to remove hy-
droelectric dams?

In California, we even have issues
with having to shut off power usage,
what is called flex alerts. What is even
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funnier is that you have shut them off
from 3 to 9 p.m. on charging your elec-
tric car.

So we should utilize our hydro-
electric dams and all the multiple posi-
tive uses they have, and not tear them
out, like on the Klamath Basin.

HUMANITARIAN HAITTAN
IMMIGRANT RELIEF

(Ms. JACKSON LEE asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Madam Speaker,
I want the Haitian community in
America and in the United States to
know that we have not forgotten them.

Haiti has been a strong ally of the
United States that, unfortunately, has
been caught in the quagmire of de-
structive poverty and, of course, gov-
ernments that sometimes have not
worked. Recently, they experienced a
horrific earthquake; 800,000 people
homeless.

So now that we see Haitians by the
thousands coming to our border, we
have an obligation not to deport them.
We have an obligation to provide the
potential review that comes about by
having the number of immigration per-
sonnel to determine their status. We
have an obligation for humanitarian
relief.

I know our borders are closed; I rec-
ognize that. But I also know that there
is opportunity for asylum through
credible fear, and there is also an op-
portunity to deal with whether or not
these individuals have family mem-
bers.

Let me simply say, Madam Speaker,
the question we have now is sending
these Haitians to a country that is so
impoverished and violent is not the
right way to go. Let’s work together to
do it right.

—————

HONORING THE LIVES OF COACH
GUY THOMAS AND COACH MARK
McGARITY

(Mr. DONALDS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. DONALDS. Madam Speaker, I
rise to honor the lives of Coach Guy
Thomas and Coach Mark McGarity,
two beloved track and field coaches of
the Southwest Florida community who
both passed away on July 13 of this
year.

Coach Guy Thomas tragically passed
away after being hospitalized in crit-
ical condition after contracting
COVID-19. A track and field coach at
Dunbar High School, Mr. Thomas dedi-
cated his life to training and men-
toring our young athletes on the field.
A highly respected coach, Mr. Thomas
led his team to numerous Lee County
Athletic Conference wins and coached
multiple State champions.

Retired Coach Mark McGarity also
lost his life to a battle with cancer. Mr.
McGarity served the Collier County
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community as a coach and teacher for
38 years, and for 15 years served as the
cross country and track coach at Lely
High School.

I am proud that the State of Florida
has access to such esteemed and be-
loved educators that allow our youth
to flourish, both in the classroom and
on the field.

As the Representative for Florida’s
19th Congressional District, it is my
honor to stand here today celebrating
the lives of two Americans who dedi-
cated themselves to Dbettering our
youth and serving as role models to the
Southwest Florida community.

HONORING THOSE WHO LOST
THEIR LIVES IN AFGHANISTAN

(Mr. GOHMERT asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. GOHMERT. Madam Speaker, to-
night we paid tribute to the 13 fallen
American military who died as Afghan-
istan was being abandoned by this ad-
ministration to the Taliban, who are
now more powerful than they have ever
been, have more equipment than they
ever had.

What we didn’t pay tribute to to-
night—it somehow got lost in the shuf-
fle—is over 2,400 of our precious mili-
tary lives that were lost fighting for
their country in Afghanistan. They
kept us safe, relatively safe for 20
years. But they should not be forgot-
ten.

There are over 1,800 civilian contrac-
tors that were killed. There were 600
military Kkilled in Afghanistan under
Commander in Chief Bush; 1,800 under
Commander in Chief Obama. They
should not be forgotten. They served
their country.

————
0 1945
BUILDING AMERICA BACK BETTER

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Ms.
NEWMAN). Under the Speaker’s an-
nounced policy of January 4, 2021, the
gentlewoman from Texas (Ms. JACKSON
LEE) is recognized for 60 minutes as the
designee of the majority leader.

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Madam Speaker,
I am delighted to be representing the
Congressional Black Caucus as the Spe-
cial Order chair.

I want to thank our chairwoman,
JOYCE BEATTY, for her leadership on
ensuring that the message of the Con-
gressional Black Caucus—Our Power,
Our Message—is reflected on the floor
of this House and to the American peo-
ple, to our constituents, the millions
and millions of Americans that the 57
members of the Congressional Black
Caucus represent.

GENERAL LEAVE

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Madam Speaker,
I ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days in
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous material
on the subject of this Special Order.
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